MY PET
ITCHES

needs to be
clearcut

Constant scratching, chewing or rubbing?

What to look for?

Occasional itching is a fact of life for dogs, but excessive itching isn’t. With allergic skin diseases,
your dog will experience a vicious cycle of itching and scratching. It is very important to take the
scratching seriously and stop your dog’s itch sensation rapidly because:

When your dog has a skin problem there will be signs; often times, more than one.
Some important clues to look for if you suspect your dog is abnormally itchy:

1. Itching is very irritating for your dog.
2. The longer they itch, the worse the
skin condition becomes and the
harder it is to control.
3. It may result in secondary
bacterial infections.
To solve the mystery, we may need to perform some tests to rule out possible diagnoses and
identify the underlying cause: these tests may include blood tests, skin scrapings, fungal tests,
bacterial cultures, allergy testing and skin biopsies.

Excessive licking, chewing, biting or scratching
Excessive rolling, rubbing or scooting
Foot chewing
Hair loss
Recurrent ear problems
Changes in the skin, e.g. sores or darkened colour
Redness of the skin
Body odour

What causes dogs to itch?

What are the treatment options available?

Canine itch can be caused by several factors, including infections, parasites or allergies. Some
common allergies are caused by fleas, food, or environmental allergies such as pollens, moulds or
house-dust mites. The four most common allergies are:

When treating itch and skin conditions, there are several groups of medications and other
therapies that could be used to treat your dog. These therapies include:

Flea
allergy

Food
allergy

Contact
allergy

Atopic
dermatitis

(itchy skin disease
associated with
environmental allergens)

Antibiotics

Corticosteroids

Antihistamines

Shampoos

Immune Modulators

Supplements

Parasiticides

Food

Our clinic recommends APOQUEL to control your dog’s itch and inflammation associated with
allergic skin disease.

What is APOQUEL?

Is APOQUEL safe for long term use?

APOQUEL is a new medication specifically
designed to control itching associated with
allergic skin disease and for the control of
atopic skin disease in dogs over 1 year old.

In studies, side effects from APOQUEL were mild and similar to those of dogs who took a sugar
pill (placebo).
The most common side effects were vomiting and diarrhoea. These occurred in only a small
percentage of dogs treated with APOQUEL. These side effects usually stopped on their own.3,5

APOQUEL very quickly lessens dogs’ itch and
the desire to scratch, allowing a reduction
in the associated inflammation, redness or
swelling of the skin.

With APOQUEL, there are fewer of the side effects commonly associated with steroid use,
such as excessive panting, eating, drinking and urinating.3,5,6

What can I expect from my dog’s treatment
with APOQUEL?

Can I use APOQUEL with other medications?
With APOQUEL, you have less to worry about than with steroids, as it can be used with many
other common therapies such as:

Unlike other treatments, such as steroids, APOQUEL has a unique way of working by directly
targeting the itch at its source. APOQUEL acts fast and reduces itch on the first day, providing
effective and sustained itch relief and improving skin lesions. It is well tolerated with fewer short
and long-term side effects compared to steroids.

THERAPY

EXAMPLES

Non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs)

Rimadyl® and Trocoxil®

With APOQUEL your dog will begin to heal quickly.

Vaccines

Vanguard® Plus 5

Allergy shots

Allergen-specific immunotherapy

UNIQUE TREATMENT

FAST RELIEF

WELL TOLERATED

APOQUEL is the only
treatment specifically
designed to go straight
to the source of the
dog’s itch with minimal
negative impact on the
rest of the body.1

APOQUEL starts to relieve
the itch within 4 hours,
comparable to steroids.2

Relief without many
of the side effects
associated with
other treatments.2,5

APOQUEL effectively controls
the itch within 24 hours.3
APOQUEL relieves itch in the
long-term.4

APOQUEL helps restore quality of life for your dog and you.

How to give APOQUEL to your dog?

Frequently asked questions

APOQUEL comes in tablet form. You will need to give your dog 2 doses per day for up to
14 days. After 14 days, you will need to give your dog only 1 dose of APOQUEL per day
You can give APOQUEL to your dog with or without food.
The dose required is based on your dog’s weight.
Weight Range (kg)

3.0 - 4.4

6.0 - 8.9
9.0 - 13.4

5.4 mg

16 mg
Q:	
Can I use APOQUEL for a short time to treat a flare-up?
A:	
Yes. You can use APOQUEL for short term treatment. APOQUEL begins relieving the itch
within 4 hours, and provides effective control within 24 hours.2,3

0.5
1.0

Q:	Can APOQUEL be given with food?

1.0

13.5 - 19.9
20.0 - 26.9

A:	
APOQUEL is not a steroid, cyclosporine or antihistamine. It is a new class of drug that has
fewer of the side effects you may have seen with other therapies.3,5

0.5

4.5 - 5.9

A: A
 POQUEL can be used for dogs over 1 year of age to help lessen itch and inflammation due
to allergic skin disease.
Q: Is APOQUEL a steroid?

Number of Tablets to be Administered
3.6 mg

Q: What is APOQUEL used for?

0.5
2.0

A:	
APOQUEL may be given to your dog with or without food.
Q:	How long can my dog be treated with APOQUEL?

27.0 - 39.9

1.0

40.0 - 54.9

1.5

55.0 - 80.0

2.0

APOQUEL helps
restore your dog’s
quality of life.

A:	
You can continue to treat your dog with APOQUEL for as long as your veterinarian deems
appropriate. In studies, dogs were treated with APOQUEL for over 2 years and showed only
minimal side effects.4
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